
It is expected that a Quorum of the Joint Review Board, Board of Public Works, Park Board, Administration Committee, 
Personnel Committee, and/or Common Council may attend this meeting: (although it is not expected that any official action of 
any of those bodies will be taken) 
 

Menasha is committed to its diverse population. Our Non-English speaking population or those with disabilities are invited to 
contact the Community Development Department at 967-3650 at least 24-hours in advance of the meeting so special 
accommodations can be made. 

CITY OF MENASHA 
PLAN COMMISSION 
Menasha City Center 

100 Main Street, Menasha 
Room 133 

 

January 7, 2020 

3:30 PM 
 

AGENDA 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 

 

C. PUBLIC HEARING 
1. Special Use Permit – 1818 Midway Road, 1822 Midway Road, and 1530 Oneida Street – Parcel 

Numbers 6-01598-00, 6-1599-00, and 6-01597-00 
2. Rezoning – 1530 Oneida Street (Parcel # 6-01597-00): B-2 Community Business District to C-1 

General Commercial District 
3. Ordinance – Repeal and Replace to Title 13 – Zoning Code, Chapter 1 (Fences and Hedges) 

 

D. MINUTES TO APPROVE 
1. Minutes of December 3, 2019 Plan Commission Meeting 

 

E. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ITEM OF CONCERN ON THIS AGENDA 
Five (5) minute time limit for each person 

 

F. DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS 
1. Rezoning – 1530 Oneida Street – Parcel 6-01597-00 
2. 1818 Midway Road, 1822 Midway Road and 1530 Oneida Street 

a. Certified Survey Map – Lot Consolidation 
b. Special Use Permit – Gasoline Station  
c. Site Plan Review 

3. Ordinance – Repeal and Replace to Title 13 – Zoning Code, Chapter 1 (Fences and Hedges) 
4. Façade Discussion 

 

G. COMMUNICATION 
1. Set Next Meeting  

 

H. ADJOURNMENT 
 

If you have questions, please call the Community Development Department at 
(920) 967-3650 between 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 











































































 
ORDINANCE O-xx-20 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 13, CHAPTER 1, ARTICLE G, OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES  

(Fences and Hedges)  

 

INTRODUCED BY ALD. Alderman Ropella 

 

The Common Council of the City of Menasha does hereby ordain as follows:  

 

SECTION 1: Repeal and Replace Title 13, Chapter 1, Article G, SEC 13-1-88 of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Menasha, Wisconsin as follows: 

 

Title 13 – Zoning Code 

 

CHAPTER 1 

 

Zoning Code 

… 

ARTICLE G 

 

Satellite Earth Stations; Television or Radio Antenna 

Towers; Wind Energy Systems; Accessory Uses; 

Home Occupations 

… 

 

SEC. 13-1-88 FENCES AND HEDGES. 
 

(a) INTENT. It is the intent of this ordinance to regulate the use of fence material, height, 

location, and maintenance in order to prevent the creation of public nuisance; preserve 

property values; and promote the comfort, health, safety, morals, prosperity, aesthetics and 

general welfare of the people of the City of Menasha. No fence shall be built, enlarged or 

altered within the City unless it is in compliance with this ordinance.   

 

(b) FENCES DEFINED.  For the purpose of this Section, a fence is herein defined as a 

structure used as screening or a barrier intended to prevent passage. For the purpose of this 

Section, the term "fence" shall include linear plantings such as hedges and shrubbery within 

the front yard setback. 

(c) PERMITTING. Permits are required for any fence in the front yard including corner lots 

and through lots. 

(1) Application shall be made on a form available from the Community 

Development Department and shall include a sketch or design of the proposed 



 

fence, specify the height and location of the fence to be installed with respect to 

the street right-of-way and sidewalk (if present), driveway openings, property 

lines, and existing structures on the subject and adjacent properties. The 

application shall also specify the type of fencing and/or plant material to be 

used in constructing or installing the fence or hedge. 

(2) Consideration shall be given to vision control area standards and any other 

safety concerns that may be related to the installation of the proposed fence or 

hedge pursuant to Sec. 13-1-53.  

(3)  A permit may be issued by the Community Development Director or designee 

that may include limitations on the location, height, or materials used in 

constructing or installing any fence or hedge as may be necessary to protect 

public safety and general welfare.  

(4) A permit may be revoked at any time by the Community Development 

Department if the fence poses a risk to health, safety, or general welfare of the 

community and is found to be a public nuisance. 

 

(d) HEIGHT OF FENCES REGULATED.   
(1) Fences, within the front yard setback, shall not exceed three feet six inches 

(3’6”) in height. 

(2) Fences in residential-zoned districts or residentially used properties shall not 

exceed six feet (6’) in height. 

(3) All other fences shall not exceed eight feet (8’) in height.  

(4) Height Exceptions: 

(a) Decorative posts at a minimum spacing of twenty four (24) inches may 

extend eight (8) inches above the maximum height. 

(b) To accommodate slope and or lawn maintenance, up to six (6) inches of 

ground clearance shall be allowed which will not contribute to the 

measurement of maximum fence height.   

(c) Berms with slopes less than or equal to a minimum of three (3) feet of 

horizontal to maximum of every one (1) foot of vertical (i.e. 3:1) shall not 

contribute to the measurement of maximum fence height.  

 

(e) FENCE MATERIALS. In the residential-zoned districts or residentially used properties 

fences shall be constructed in a workmanlike manner and constructed using residential-style 

fencing. Residential-style fencing includes: Treated wood or naturally rot resistant wood, 

wood composite, wrought iron, brick, stone or other masonry, vinyl, wire mesh, and 

galvanized or coated chain link. 

(1) The following materials are prohibited from being used in residential-zoned 

districts: barbed wire, electrical fences, strand fences, corrugated metal, razor 

wire, t-posts, u-posts, or any improvised material not traditional used as a fence 

(2) Galvanized or coated chain link, fencing used for livestock, chain mesh, and the 

like are prohibited in the front yard. 

(3) All fencing shall be constructed with a top rail support. 

(4) Any fence within the front yard shall be a maximum of 50% opaque. 

 

(f) MAINTENANCE. All fences shall be maintained in a structurally sound, attractive and 



 

Recommended by: 

________________________ 

 

Motion/Second:  

________________________ 

 

Vote: ___________________ 

 

Pass/Fail: ________________ 

Requires:  __Majority Vote 

__ 2/3 Vote 

 

 

vertical manner. Any fence found to be in disrepair or a detriment to the comfort, health, 

safety, morals, prosperity, aesthetics and general welfare of the people of the City of 

Menasha shall be repaired, replaced, or demolished.  

 

(g) EXCEPTIONS.  
(1) Protective fences on industrial or publicly owned lands such as schools, and 

educational institutions, are excluded from the provisions of this Section, except 

that no fence shall incorporate the use of barbed wire or razor wire.  

(2) Garden fences that encompasses a garden are exempt from the provisions of 

this Section provided they are not located in the front yard and are a minimum 

of five (5) feet from any property line.  

(3) Snow fencing with the purpose of preventing snow drifts is permitted between 

November 15
 
and April 15 of the following year.  

(4) Kennels or other fencing whereas required by other portions of the Municipal 

Ordinance including swimming pools (sec. 13-1-89(d)) and licensing of dogs 

and cats (sec. 7-1) 

 

SECTION 2: This amending Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided 

by law.  

 

 

Passed and approved this ____ day of __________, 2020.

 

 

______________________________ 

Donald Merkes, Mayor 

ATTEST:   

 

               

 ______________________________ 

Deborah A. Galeazzi, City Clerk

 



 
 

City of Menasha ● Department of Community Development 

100 Main Street ● Menasha, Wisconsin 54952 ● Phone (920) 967-3650 ● Fax (920) 967-5272 
www.cityofmenasha-wi.gov 

 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Plan Commission 

From:  Community Development Department/JS 

Date: January 07, 2020 

Re: Façade Discussion 
 

At the Façade Workshop on December 12, 2019 the Plan Commission discussed changes to the City’s 
Façade ordinance. The following items had general agreement amongst the Plan Commission members: 

 Removing the word “natural” from “natural stone”.  Many stone products are not in fact 
“natural”. The important part is that stone is being used. 

 Include Burnished Block, other forms of concrete, and split face to the “brick and natural stone” 
acceptation. 

 Make EFFIS only usable at 6’ or above (out of the reach of children) and keep the total EFFIS 
amount at a maximum of 25% of the total building façade. 

 Allow “in kind” or “like materials” to be used on existing facades. This will allow existing facades 
to use a similar but not exactly the same faced material that has been on the building. Many 
older materials are discouraged or unavailable to use in the current year.  

 The need for durable aesthetically pleasing buildings. Durable means a façade that will last 30+ 
years. 

 Discourage industrial metals as a primary façade feature in commercial and residential zones. 

 The need to make our ordinance both easy for staff to enforce but still provide quality durable 
facades. 

 
The Plan Commission further discussed the following items but did not come to a consensus:  

 Should the 75% brick and natural stone clause be reduced or removed all together? 

 Do we include a material tier system? 

 Should the “green and innovative materials” section be removed or modified to include a 
percentage? 

 Altering or maintenance of 15% of an existing façade comes back to plan commission for review. 
Should this still be included or can this be a staff review? 

 
Staff gives no recommendation at this time. It is anticipated that after further discussion from this 
meeting a draft ordinance will be brought to Plan Commission. 
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